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Scary Harry, The Northumberland County 

Cheesemaker Who Blew Up the Old West 
Albert Horsley started out as an admired cheesemaker, a good husband and father, on the 

back roads of Northumberland County. But his path took a dark and dramatic turn. Under 

the alias Harry Orchard, Horsley became a paid assassin in the turbulent mining regions of 

the western United States in the early 20th century. He ultimately confessed to killing 18 

people and perhaps murdered more to become one of the most notorious and hotly debated 

figures of his era. 

Horsley is the subject of a new book, Scary Harry, The Ontario Cheesemaker Who Blew Up the 

Old West, by Gordon Pitts.  

Pitts is a journalist and award‑winning author who grew up in 

Madoc, Ontario. Before turning to journalism, Pitts taught 

history in Brighton then spent four decades as a writer and 

editor for major newspapers, including 20 years at The Globe 

and Mail. He has written eight books on Canadian business and 

its personalities, including Stampede, his study of the Canadian 

West that won the National Business Book Award in 2009. 

Since retiring from daily journalism, he has devoted himself to 

writing regional histories related to Hastings and 

Northumberland counties. Scary Harry is the ninth book in this 

series. 

Join us on Tuesday, March 24, 2026, for an informative presentation in Cobourg’s Victoria 

Hall. Doors open at 7:00 pm. All are welcome. There will be coffee/tea and the usual cookies 

so bring a friend or two! Members free and guests are $5.00.  



2 

Our Previous Meeting 

Homes with a Story to Tell 
For over two centuries Cobourg’s landscape has been shaped by homes—some grand and 

others modest—that influenced the lives of our residents. The stories behind these houses 

and their builders are key to understanding Cobourg’s development. Cobourg and District 

Historical Society members Randy Barber, Diane Chin, and Leona Woods shared the 

fascinating stories of several landmark properties—Barnum House, The Breakers, Dromore 

House, St. Anne’s Spa and Lakehurst—and the remarkable people who called them home. 

For many the stories of the owners and associated anecdotes were more interesting than the 

house! For Dromore House, owned by the Dumble family, we learned that WWI prototype 

tanks were named “tanks” by Churchill to confuse spies. The early tanks had no reverse 

which made retreat more challenging. Tanks were described as “male” and “female” as 

determined by whether they carried canons or machine guns. Sadly, Barber didn’t explain 

whether a canon equipped tank was male or female!  

Chin debunked the myth regarding the planned betrothal of Eliakum Barnum’s daughter to 

Sir Isaac Brock. The daughter was not yet born when the chosen husband died at the Battle of 

Queenston Heights during the War of 1812!  

Many of the wealthy early leaders of the Cobourg area made their fortunes selling alcohol – 

perhaps an indication that life was hard! The town of Grafton was originally known as 

Grover’s Tavern. 

St. Anne’s Spa was named for Sainte Anne de Beaupré, the patron saint of Québec who is 

often honored for protecting sailors on the St. 

Lawrence River. 

Many early houses had Spartan interiors but displayed 

their owner’s wealth with elaborate outside features 

including pilastered front doors and carvings in the 

tympanum. 

After the formal presentations several in the audience 

provided personal reminiscences of early Cobourg 

homes.  

Attendance was excellent with about 120 members 

and guests. Several guests were so enjoyed the well-prepared presentations that they chose to 

join our Society.  



3 

Future Events of Our 2025/2026 Programme 

Date Presenter Description 

March 24, 

2026 

Gordon Pitts Scary Harry, The Northumberland County Cheesemaker 

Who Blew Up the Old West 

Albert Edward Horsley, a Northumberland County 

cheesemaker, became infamous for his role in one of the 

most explosive political crimes of the early 20th century. 

Meeting 

April 28, 

2026 

Dennis Carter-

Edwards 
Nine Ships: The Peter Robinson Immigration 

In 1825, nine ships carried over 2,000 Irish emigrants to 

what is now Ontario, as part of the Peter Robinson 

Emigration Scheme—a government scheme to aid families 

facing hardship in Ireland. Traveling via Kingston and 

Cobourg, the settlers established new communities in 

present-day Peterborough County and the City of 

Kawartha Lakes. Their arrival helped shape the region’s 

cultural and historical landscape for generations. 

May Social, 

May 26, 

2026 at 

10:30 am 

Trip to 

Peterborough 

The social for May has been confirmed for Tuesday, May 

26, at The Canadian Canoe Museum in Peterborough. 

Tickets for the tour are $37 for seniors (65+) and $41 for 

adults. See the poster in this newsletter for further details 

or contact Carla Jones at cgrucelajones@gmail.com for 

questions. 

Recent CDHS Meetings 
For those who were unable to attend, videos of our recent meetings are available online: 

Meeting Date  Link to Meeting Video 

January 2025  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7baHeZTTHtw  

February 2025 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIgXDHab9io  

March 2025  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YitEaDWpO0U  

2025 AGM  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-PrJsD0nLS4  

April 2025  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIgp4xTHuXg 

September 2025 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWtzdrTzBTo 

October 2025  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTETi9z8wRI  

November 2025 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYDM-HND6Uo 

February 2026 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KL7sgzF76o0  

mailto:cgrucelajones@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7baHeZTTHtw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIgXDHab9io
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YitEaDWpO0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-PrJsD0nLS4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIgp4xTHuXg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWtzdrTzBTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTETi9z8wRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYDM-HND6Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KL7sgzF76o0
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Member Matters 
Thanks Carla! 

Carla Jones has been a tremendous asset to the Cobourg and District Historical Society. 

Shortly after moving to Cobourg in 2010 Carla quickly became 

an active and dedicated member of our society. She joined the 

CDHS executive as Secretary in 2012 and has been essential to 

the successful operation of the Society ever since. 

Over the years, Carla has made numerous contributions in 

many leadership roles. She presented engaging talks at Society 

meetings and served for several years in the dual roles of 

Secretary and Vice‑President. From 2020 to 2025, she served as 

President of the Society, providing leadership through COVID 

and a period of significant growth and changes of our 

membership. 

For more than a decade, Carla has played a central role in selecting presenters, planning 

social events, and carrying out the many behind‑the‑scenes tasks that keep the Society 

running smoothly. She has assisted in the planning and execution of nearly every club 

activity over the past 15 years, demonstrating exceptional commitment, organizational skill, 

and passion for local history. 

New Members 

Please join me in welcoming our newest CDHS members: 

Gary Gibbs, Charlotte Freeman‑Shaw, Richard Blackwell, Jan Richmond, Cathy White and 

Tim Dickson. 

May Social 

Join us on May 26, 2026 for a tour of the Canadian Canoe Museum! 

Located against the beautiful backdrop of Little Lake in Peterborough, Ontario, this fully 

accessible, 65,000-square-foot facility houses the world’s largest collection of canoes, kayaks, 

and paddled watercraft. The museum manages over 650 vessels, with more than 100 

currently on display, representing diverse cultural and historical traditions from across the 

country and around the world. 

Following the tour, you can explore the 5.3-acre waterfront property. The site features 1,200 

feet of shoreline, docks, boardwalks, and restored natural spaces, offering various outdoor 

activities on both land and water. 
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We hope that you will have an appetite afterwards as we will be having lunch at the “One 

Eyed Jack” restaurant just 3 minutes away. The restaurant’s extensive menu is available at 

https://www.oneeyedjackpub.com/peterboroughmenu  

Tickets for the guided tour are $37 for seniors (65+) and $41 for younger adults. The cost of 

lunch is additional. The deadline for payment is May 1, 2026. You can purchase tickets at a 

meeting of via eTransfer to cdhscobourg@gmail.com.  

Contact Carla Jones at cgrucelajones@gmail.com for carpooling arrangements and other 

questions. 

We look forward to exploring The Canadian Canoe Museum with you and having lunch 

afterwards! 

Fifty Years Ago 
In 1975, fifty years ago, the typical Canadian industrial worker earned about $5.75 per hour 

or $12,000 per year. Today, the average Ontario industrial 

wage is about $64,000 per year.  

On October 1, 1974, Ontario’s 

minimum wage was increased 

to $2.25/hour from the 

previous $2.00/hour. Fifty 

years later, the minimum wage 

in Ontario was increased to 

$17.60 per hour. 

Fifty years ago, mortgage 

interest rates were typically 9-

11.5% depending on exact 

details of terms and durations. 

The $60,000 houses advertised 

at the time would have required a $6,000 downpayment (six-month’s typical pay for 10% 

down) and payments of $525 per month (half of a typical month’s pay) until 1995 or later. 

https://www.oneeyedjackpub.com/peterboroughmenu
mailto:cdhscobourg@gmail.com
mailto:cgrucelajones@gmail.com


6 

Nuts for Horses 
As Cobourg’s summer homes increased in size and grandeur, Cobourg’s social events 

accordingly became more elaborate and extravagant. Although dances and other hotel-

centric activities continued to take place throughout the 1890’s, these long-standing pastimes 

were gradually 

supplemented 

with regattas on 

Lake Ontario, 

horse races, horse 

shows and lavish 

outdoor parties. 

The Cobourg 

Horse Show, 

established in 

1905, exemplified 

Cobourg’s new 

high-profile 

social activities. 

Considered one 

of the best equine 

events in North 

America, the shows at Horse Show Park on D’Arcy Street were known for their scale, 

prestige, and festive social atmosphere. They drew competitors and spectators from across 

Canada and even from the United States. 

Each year until WWI Cobourg’s horse shows grew in attendance and thus importance to the 

local economy. 

1905 First Cobourg Horse Show was held August 14, 1905. Despite being small with only 

twelve classes it was described as “surprisingly successful” in local news reports. 

1906 Expanded to a 3-day event with 60 entries and was called “the greatest event of its 

time ever held east of Toronto.” 

1908 The show increased to 4 days and attracted over 6,000 attendees. At the time 

Cobourg’s population was only about 5,000! 

1909 A new stable for 65 horses was built in the park to support the show’s rapid growth. 

1911 Some 165 horses represented 35 large stables from across North America. 

1912 A horse named Confidence, owned by Hon. Clifford Sifton, set a world high jump 

record of 7'10". 

1914 This was the peak pre-war year with 600 entries and more than 10,000 spectators 

over four days. There were even over 1,000 visitors by ferry from Rochester, NY. 
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1919 The horse show resumed in 1919 but with a much reduced scale from its pre-war 

glory. The social dynamic had changed sharply. Many American socialites did not 

return after the war and events lacked their former glamour and social energy.  

This clipping is from The Toronto Star for 

August 6, 1919.  
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Cobourg Heritage Atlas 
The Cobourg Heritage Atlas was created last year by the Town of Cobourg’s Asset 

Management Coordinator, Aslan Ahmedov. The Cobourg Heritage Atlas is an interactive 

digital heritage project that uses archival maps, walking 

tours, historical photographs, and modern GIS (Graphical 

Information System) data to illustrate how Cobourg’s built 

environment has evolved over more than two centuries. 

The project brings together four primary heritage districts, 

along with additional historically significant sites, 

streetscapes, and thematic content. It allows users to visually examine changes in buildings, 

land use, and civic spaces across different periods.  

“GIS is often thought of as a technical tool, but this project shows its power 

as a storytelling platform,” said Aslan. “The Heritage Atlas uses mapping to 

preserve and share local history in a way that’s engaging and meaningful for 

the community.” 

GIS is a computer technology that brings together all types of information based on 

geographic 

location for the 

purpose of 

query, analysis 

and generation 

of maps and 

reports. The 

project 

highlights how 

modern GIS 

technology can 

be used not only 

for planning and infrastructure, but also to preserve heritage, support education, and 

strengthen community connection. 

You can explore the Heritage Atlas StoryMap by visiting the website at: 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d8f16c46ad954b879086ff4f851a8a8f For further 

information on Cobourg’s use of GIS visit https://www.cobourg.ca/maps   

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d8f16c46ad954b879086ff4f851a8a8f
https://www.cobourg.ca/maps
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Originally published in The Toronto Star Weekly for November 4, 1916 
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Originally published in The Toronto Star Weekly for November 4, 1916  
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CDHS Executive for 2025 – 2026 

President Randy Barber randy.barber1947@gmail.com 

(905) 377-9421 

Past President Carla Jones cgrucelajones@gmail.com 

(289) 252-1684 

Vice-President Diane Chin dianemchin@gmail.com 

(289) 435-2015 

Secretary Hannah LeBlanc h18leblanc@gmail.com 

(905) 376-4937 

Treasurer Edward Quinlan Ed@hqenterprise.ca 

(587) 968-6661 

Membership Brian Murphy brianincobourg@gmail.com 

(289) 634-2727 

Programme Co-

Chairs 

Carla Jones 

Randy Barber 

cgrucelajones@gmail.com 

randy.barber1947@gmail.com 

Programme 

Committee 

Members 

Diane Chin  

Judith Goulin 

Leona Woods 

dianemchin@gmail.com 

judithgoulin2021@gmail.com 

leonawoods@sympatico.ca 

Member-at-Large Leona Woods leonawoods@sympatico.ca 

Member-at-Large VACANT  

Newsletter Editor Ken Strauss ken.strauss@pebblebeach.ca 

(905) 377-9854 

Patron His Worship Lucas Cleveland (905) 372-4301 

The Cobourg and District Historical Society has been a registered charity since 1981 
118866714 RR 0001 

mailto:randy.barber@bell.blackberry.net
mailto:cgrucelajones@gmail.com
mailto:dianemchin@gmail.com
mailto:h18leblanc@gmail.com
mailto:Ed.Quinlan@telus.net
mailto:brianincobourg@gmail.com
mailto:cgrucelajones@gmail.com
mailto:randy.barber@bell.blackberry.net
mailto:gfkamphorst@gmail.com
mailto:leonawoods@sympatico.ca
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