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A Night of Mystery 
We are delighted to have Maureen Jennings at our March 22 meeting as our first in-person 

presenter in over two years. Maureen has written four series in the crime fiction genre for a 

total of seventeen novels.  

The first series is set in 1895 Victorian 

Toronto and features detective William 

Henry Murdoch. Her Murdoch Mysteries 

television series, broadcast by CBC, is 

currently in its fifteenth season. She has 

written for the show for the past eleven 

seasons and is the creative consultant.  

The Detective Inspector Tom Tyler series 

is set in rural England, during WW2 

and is currently optioned for TV. These 

books were the inspiration for Bomb Girls, a 2012 television series that is now available on the 

Amazon Prime streaming service. 

Another book featuring detective William Murdoch, 

Let Darkness Bury the Dead is set during WW1 when 

Murdoch is older, and his son, Jack, returns from the 

war.  

Her most recent book series starting with Heat Wave, 

features a female private investigator named 

Charlotte Frayne. The setting is Toronto, 1936. In 
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between writing these books she has created four plays and a short film called Viaticum. 

Three of her plays are in the mystery genre and all of which have been professionally staged.  

Maureen Jennings was born in Birmingham, England and emigrated to Canada as a teenager. 

She has a BA in psychology and philosophy from the University of Windsor, and an MA in 

English Literature from the University of Toronto. She lives in Toronto with her husband 

Iden Ford, who is a professional photographer and their dog, a Labradoodle named 

Murdoch. 

Join us in the Concert Hall of Victoria Hall on March 22, 2022 at 7:30 p.m. and learn more 

about William Murdoch. All required public health measures must to adhered to. Admission 

is free for members and $5 for guests.  

 

2022 Cobourg and District Historical Society Programme 

All meetings start at 7:30 p.m. on the 4th Tuesday of each month except as noted below. 

 April 26, 2022 (Expected to be an “in person” event) 

Rum Runners - The story of Ben Kerr and Prohibition:  An exciting story of the roaring 

twenties in Ontario where rum runners challenged the storms of Lake Ontario to smuggle 

booze to the American side. Dan Buchanan will present the story of Ben Kerr, the most 

notorious of the bunch, who ran his last load of booze out of Presqu’ile and ended up 

crushed by February ice near Colborne. 

 

 May 24, 2022 (TBA) 

An “in-person” social accompanied with an outing or special presentation is planned. 

Complete details will be published in a future issue of Historically Speaking.  
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Northumberland County Archives and Museum Progress 
Katie Kennedy 

 

Northumberland County Archives & Museum (NCAM) staff have been working on the 

design of the first exhibit for the Main Gallery.  

 

 

The inaugural exhibit will celebrate and honour the Michi Saagiig dialect of Ojibwe which 

was the first language spoken on the land where the new building is being constructed and is 

a living and beautiful language of the Anishinaabe today. This exhibit is being created under 

the guidance of e wiindmaagzijig, an Indigenous Advisory Circle of eight Elders, Knowledge 

Keepers, Community Leaders and Educators.  

 

NCAM staff and e wiindmaagzijig are working with Entro Communications, a design firm 

based in Toronto, to build the exhibit. Through consultation sessions with e wiindmaagzijig, 

the Entro team provided ideas that developed into a concept design exploring four main 

themes of the language: Alive, Beautiful, Resilient and Healing. Multimedia, light, imagery, 

and sound will be used to animate the space on soft fabrics and curved walls. A smaller 

travelling component is being constructed to tour schools and communities to provide 

greater access to the exhibit content.  

 

There will be a community launch to celebrate the opening of the Main Gallery, followed by a 

year of programming and events to accompany the exhibit at NCAM and the tour of the 

travelling component. 
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The More Things Change… 
Ken Strauss 

A casual reading of recent newspaper articles together with television reporting might lead 

one to believe that the recent Ottawa protests are unprecedented. That is not the case; in 

relation to Canada’s population previous protests were even larger! 

 

Perhaps the most interesting protests are those of 1910. They are the first major expressions of 

the alienation of western Canadians.  

Saskatchewan had grown quickly. By the time of the 1911 census the province was the third 

most populous in the Dominion and only exceeded by Ontario and Quebec. The farmer’s 

votes would matter in future elections. 

In the summer of 1910, Prime Minister 

Sir Wilfrid Laurier begin an unprece-

dented two-month rail tour of western 

Canada. Officially, the tour was to 

provide Laurier a chance to see how the 

region had changed over his time in 

office. The likely reason was to calm the 

rumblings of dissent by the western 

farmers and attempt to remain in office.  

The crowds of farmers at Laurier’s 

speeches were enthusiastic but they also 

wanted to influence government 
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policies that were limiting their prosperity. Farmers demanded transportation improve-

ments, lower freight rates and better grain handling facilities. A critical demand was the 

scrapping of the high tariffs on imported manufactured goods which increased the costs of 

farmers in order to protect eastern Canadian manufacturers of farm equipment and other 

goods..  

Reminiscent of the leadup to the recent Trucker’s Protest, the campaign speeches took on a 

chill in Lanigan, Saskatchewan, when David Rose, a farmer delegate, told the prime minister 

that farmers wanted “straight conversation” and not just platitudes. 

The conversations became even more testy at other whistle stops. John Evans, a grain 

grower’s representative bluntly reminded Prime Minister Wilfrid Laurier: 

“In 1896 you promised to skin the bear of Tory protection. Have you done it? 

If so, I would ask you what you have done with the hide.” 

In December of 1910 more than 500 delegates representing the Canadian Council of 

Agriculture traveled from the prairies to Ottawa to attempt to force action on the agricultural 

issues that concerned their members. After a strategy meeting in the Ottawa Grand Opera 

House, they marched en masse to Parliament Hill and crammed into the House of Commons. 

Filling both the chamber floor and galleries the delegates sat wherever they could including 

the seat of the Prime Minister. Several cabinet ministers had to perch on the speaker’s dais! 

The delegates delivered lengthy speeches outlining their demands, but Laurier offered 

nothing in response. One disillusioned delegate told a local newspaper reporter: 

“We have asked for bread, and you (Laurier) gave us a stone.” 
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A comment from delegate F.W. Green proved 

prophetic. Only nine months after the Ottawa 

protests, Laurier’s Liberals were trounced 132 to 

85 seats by Robert Borden’s Conservatives in the 

1911 general election. 

As was common then and continues today, 

the slant of news reports varied dramatically 

depending on the leanings of the reporting 

media. And as today, an Ottawa protest got 

worldwide attention. The Brantford Daily 

Expositor for December 16, 1910, carried this 

report:  
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The Ottawa Journal for December 16, 1910, devoted several pages to objective reporting of the 

protestor’s demands: 
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Member Matters 
If you missed it 

If you missed our January meeting you can enjoy the recorded version on YouTube. No 

special sign-in is required and you can view the video at any time on computers, tablets, 

smartPhones and smartTVs: https://youtu.be/XdxR57GH4s8 

New Members 

Please join me in welcoming our newest members: Keith Simpson, Pat Umiastowski and 

Caroline O'Connor. 

In Memoriam 

Many of our long-time members will have fond memories of Dr. Granville Nickerson who 

passed recently at the youthful age of only 98. In addition to teaching at Harvard University 

and McGill University, he pioneered the successful treatment of children with tubercular 

meningitis, a previously fatal disease in children, and served as a physician at the Montreal 

Children's Hospital and Pediatrician-in-Chief at the Royal Victoria Hospital. Granville was 

active in the CDHS from his arrival in Cobourg in 2000 to the death of his wife Mary Lou in 

2008. During those years he provided dapper dress and erudite conversation at our meetings 

together with several fascinating presentations to our society. You can enjoy Granville’s talk 

on genetics and royalty at https://www.cdhs.ca/images/reviews/Historical-Review-27.pdf  

 

Announcements 
Museum Foundation Book Store 

The Museum Foundation’s Book Store’s website at https://cobourg-museum-foundation-

inc.square.site/ allows shoppers to easily view and purchase books for pick-up or delivery. 

The Cobourg Museum Book Store offers both new and used books at reasonable prices. They 

specialize in books by local authors and of local history, but also carry an interesting selection 

covering Canadian history, the military and “general interest”. Delivery in the Cobourg/ 

Grafton/ Port Hope area is free or pick-up at the Sifton-Cook Heritage Centre in Cobourg can 

be arranged. 

Lakeshore Genealogical Society  

The LGS is hosting a Zoom meeting from 7-9pm on Thursday, March 10 featuring Cheryl 

Levy. Her topic is “Social Media for Genealogy: Using Facebook for Research and 

Connecting”. Cheryl is a member of several genealogy groups and societies, including Quinte 

Branch, of Ontario Ancestors, where she has volunteered as Social Media Coordinator. 

Cheryl’s roots are in Nova Scotia and Colonial New England, with origins in Scotland, 

England and Germany.  

Visitors are welcome. You can join the Lakeshore Genealogical Society meeting at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81361768224?pwd=SDVrREFZUks0NnJpNWZ5T081dzFrQT09   

https://youtu.be/XdxR57GH4s8
https://www.cdhs.ca/images/reviews/Historical-Review-27.pdf
https://cobourg-museum-foundation-inc.square.site/
https://cobourg-museum-foundation-inc.square.site/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81361768224?pwd=SDVrREFZUks0NnJpNWZ5T081dzFrQT09
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CDHS Executive for 2021 – 2022 

President Carla Jones cgrucelajones@gmail.com 

(289) 252-1684 

Past 

President 

Leona Woods leonawoods@sympatico.ca 

(905) 372-7624 

Vice-

President 

Randy Barber randy.barber1947@gmail.com 

(905) 377-9421 

Secretary Open 
 

Treasurer George Kamphorst gfkamphorst@gmail.com 

(905) 375-8563 

Membership Brian Murphy brianincobourg@gmail.com 

(289) 634 2727 

Programme 

Co-Chairs 

Carla Jones 

Randy Barber 

cgrucelajones@gmail.com 

randy.barber1947@gmail.com 

Programme 

Committee 

Members 

Gerry Brown 

Diane Chin  

George Kamphorst 

Leona Woods 

blackcat111343@gmail.com 

dianemchin@gmail.com 

gfkamphorst@gmail.com 

leonawoods@sympatico.ca 

Members-at-

Large 

Gerry Brown 

 

Hannah LeBlanc 

 

Diane Chin 

blackcat111343@gmail.com 

(905) 372-3984 

h18leblanc@gmail.com 

(905) 376-4937 

dianemchin@gmail.com 

(289) 435-2015 

Newsletter 

Editor 

Ken Strauss ken.strauss@pebblebeach.ca 

(905) 377-9854 
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