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History of the National 

Hockey League 

D’Arcy Jenish is a playwright and 

writer of magazine features, 

newspaper commentary, speeches, 

corporate histories and corporate 

reports. He has authored three plays 

and ten books on topics ranging from 

the opening of the Canadian West to 

The Making of the October Crisis to The NHL: 100 Years of On-ice Action and Boardroom Battles to 

Money to Burn: Trudeau, Mulroney and the Bankruptcy of Canada. 

Born in a Montréal hotel room on November 26, 1917, the NHL has endured two world wars, 

the Great Depression, the failure of numerous franchises and the predations of the short-lived 

World Hockey Association. Today it is one of North America’s Big Four professional sports 

leagues. Thousands of players and hundreds of coaches and general managers have come 

and gone over 107 seasons but only four presidents and one commissioner have guided the 

fortunes of this remarkable enterprise. Jenish will explore the history of the NHL through the 

lens of these five men: Frank Calder, Merv Dutton, Clarence Campbell John Ziegler and Gary 

Bettman.   

Join us on Tuesday, March 26, 2024 for an informative presentation. Doors open at 7:00 pm. 

All are welcome. Our new coffee maker is ready so bring a friend or two! Members free and 

guests are $5.00.  
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Our Previous Meeting 

Father Frances Patrick Duffy  

Father Frances Patrick Duffy, born in Cobourg on May 2, 1871, 

was a Canadian/American soldier, Catholic Priest and military 

Chaplain. Duffy served as Chaplain for the US 69th Infantry 

Regiment in WWI. His exploits were of such renown that a 

very large statue of him, created by American sculptor Charles 

Keck, was erected in Father Duffy Square in New York City.  

Father Duffy’s story was told by Randy 

Barber and included a video produced 

by local reporter Pete Fisher. We 

learned that the statue of Duffy was 

dedicated by Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia 

in May of 1937. Mayor LaGuardia later 

authorized renaming of the square to 

“Father Duffy Square” in 1939. 

For those who want to learn more about Father Duffy, Randy 

mentioned several books including Father Duffy’s Story: Life and 

Death with the Fighting Sixty-Ninth – Irish American Soldiers in 

World War One and Duffy's War: Fr. Francis Duffy, Wild Bill Donovan, and the Irish Fighting 69th 

in World War I. The first book is now in the public domain so you can read it, online without 

charge, by visiting https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/71091/pg71091-images.html  

 

 

https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/71091/pg71091-images.html
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The meeting was very well attended by CDHS members and almost 50 visitors. Among the 

visitors was Greg Duffy of Burlington, a relative of Father Duffy, pictured chatting with 

Cobourg Councillor Miriam Mutton. 

 

Future Meetings of our 2023/2024 Programme 
Tuesday, April 23, 2024  

Annual General Meeting followed by a Member Show & Tell 

Members are invited to bring something of historical interest like special objects, jewelry, 

letters, family diaries, medals of family members, old tools and documents or any treasures 

to display for fellow members to see and admire. Tables will be set up around the room to 

display items brought. 

Tuesday, May 28, 2024 

Social Event & Outing in Brighton, Ontario 

Join us as we drive/carpool our way to Brighton, Ontario’s community centre to hear 

Brighton resident and historian Dan Buchanan, The History Guy, present The History of the 

Murray Canal, which is now part of the Trent-Severn waterway. It is a story that is both 

complex and compelling. Presentation from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Following the 

presentation, we will meet for lunch at a local Brighton establishment before returning to 

Cobourg.  
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Ontario Training School for Girls 

Most Cobourg residents are aware that Brookside (Strathmore House) was until recently a 

facility for young male criminals. Few recall that this once was exclusively for wayward 

females to learn skills that would allow them to become productive members of society.  

There are many differences between what was standard practice in 1947 and today. For 

example, the girls all attended Anglican or United Church services and religious instruction 

was part of the core program. The idea of appropriate training for under 16-year-old females 

– sewing, laundry, ironing and cooking – might not be considered appropriate today. On the 

other hand, gardening and crafts were common both then and now. There were organized 

sports including badminton, volleyball, softball and basketball teams. In a study of the pond 

at Strathmore example beetles, turtles and fish were collected and named. The inmates were 

described as “children at heart with an abundant love for small creatures.” 

Every girl received a complete medical and dental examination when she entered the facility. 

During 1947 there were 102 girls in residence who required a total of 13 tonsillectomies, 

 
STRATHMORE – one of two fine residences acquired by the Department of Reform Institutions to serve as a 

Training School for Girls under the age of sixteen. These spacious dwellings with beautifully landscaped 

grounds are located in Cobourg, Ontario. 
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298 Wasserman tests (diagnosis of syphilis), 489 GC Smear Tests (diagnosis of gonorrhea), 93 

tuberculosis tests, 337 dental fillings. 57 extractions and 5 partial dentures. Note that these 

treatments for prisoners were in the same year that the province of Saskatchewan, under 

Tommy Douglas, initiated the first provincial health care program which eventually led to 

the Canada Health Act. And still no dental care 75 years later except for convicts. 
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The material in this article was extracted from “Annual Report of the Department of Reform 

Institutions of the Province of Ontario for the Year Ending 31st March 1948.” The entire report 

can be read at https://archive.org/details/p2annualreportcorr1948/ 

 
Member Matters 
New Members 

Please join me in welcoming our newest CDHS members:  

• Sylvia Saunders • Kim Ward 

Announcements 
Lakeshore Genealogical Society 
The Lakeshore Genealogical Society and the CDHS are co-sponsoring an event with the 

Cobourg Library in the Rotary Room on Saturday, April 6 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

The CDHS will have an information table and will be selling used books from their 

collection of historical items. Stop by and see what’s available for very reasonable prices!  

 

At 1:30 pm Dr. Bob Pearce will present the history of the Rice Lake Trading Post with a 

genealogical twist. The Rice Lake Trading Post was established in 1796 at the mouth of the 

Otonabee River. This very informative presentation documents both the historical and 

genealogical aspects of the surrounding region in the 1800s while touching on many topics, 

including the American Revolution, War of 1812, Mackenzie Rebellion, North West 

Company and more. 

 
Historical Belleville Newspapers 

The Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County has recently completed the 

scanning of over 5,000 months of numerous Belleville and area newspapers. The newspapers 

include copies from 1833 to 2006. All material is available for online searching and viewing 

without charge. Recent additions include copies of The Intelligencer and The Hastings Times 

from the 1830s. Vist https://archive.org/details/cabhc_newspapers to search and read. 

Hopefully Cobourg’s historical newspapers will be similarly available someday! 

 
Right Honourable Beverley McLachlin 

The Right Honourable Beverley McLachlin − former Supreme Court Justice and best-selling 

author − will be speaking at Victoria Hall on Friday, May 3, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 

$30.00 and are available in Cobourg at Acanthus Interiors, Let’s Talk Books and the Victoria 

Hall Box office (905-372-2210) or https://experiencecobourg.ca/concert-hall-victoria-hall/  The 

event is hosted by Victoria Hall Volunteers and The House Lawyer: Carrie A. McArthur Low 

and Beebee and Associates. 
 

https://archive.org/details/p2annualreportcorr1948/
https://archive.org/details/cabhc_newspapers
https://experiencecobourg.ca/concert-hall-victoria-hall/
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CDHS Executive for 2023 – 2024 

President Carla Jones cgrucelajones@gmail.com 

(289) 252-1684 

Past 

President 

Leona Woods leonawoods@sympatico.ca 

(905) 372-7624 

Vice-

President 

Randy Barber randy.barber1947@gmail.com 

(905) 377-9421 

Secretary Vacant  

Treasurer George Kamphorst gfkamphorst@gmail.com 

(905) 375-8563 

Membership Brian Murphy brianincobourg@gmail.com 

(289) 634 2727 

Programme 

Co-Chairs 

Carla Jones 

Randy Barber 

cgrucelajones@gmail.com 

randy.barber1947@gmail.com 

Programme 

Committee 

Members 

Diane Chin  

George Kamphorst 

Leona Woods 

dianemchin@gmail.com 

gfkamphorst@gmail.com 

leonawoods@sympatico.ca 

Members-at-

Large 

Hannah LeBlanc 

 

Diane Chin 

h18leblanc@gmail.com 

(905) 376-4937 

dianemchin@gmail.com 

(289) 435-2015 

Newsletter 

Editor 

Ken Strauss ken.strauss@pebblebeach.ca 

(905) 377-9854 
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